
As a 17-year teacher in the field of special education, I felt many of Mr. Bricker’s 

ideas validated my personal way of thinking. One reviewer did not like the 

analogies and metaphors that were given such as making comparisons of students 

to bird feeders, but I found his play on words and visual imageries to be helpful, 

and to make the information less boring. Plus, I was able to better understand 

what he was trying to say throughout the book.  

 

I would recommend this book to any teacher, regardless of experience. A new 

teacher might take these ideas and run with them easier, compared to a veteran 

teacher that may be stuck in their ways. I can hear so many teachers thinking, 

“oh, I do this already, this is old news.” But do they really?  

 

Dealing with students who have learning disabilities, I am excited to try to work 

towards this way of designing my own lessons for the upcoming school year. 

Instead of just putting a target on the board stating what we are planning on 

accomplishing in class (which we are required to do), I will also allow my students 

to start thinking about what THEY want to achieve in the unit, or lesson. I want 

my students to feel “intellectually challenged and purposefully connected” to 

their assignment, and stay away from the "sit and hope they get" kind of mindset 

that so many teachers seem to have.  

 

With skill building and inquiry being the goal in today’s education system, this 

book helps establish a good way of doing this and getting a good “return on your 

investment.” For teachers that take the time to develop good lessons, that’s truly 

what it’s all about. I wish I could incorporate “Genius Hour” like Google and 3M 

corporation, but since I can't, I am hoping to incorporate something like this 

within my own class. Quick read, but full of good information.  

 

Kim V. 


